JOHN H. DAVIS 

20 EAST TENTH STREET 
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10003 



July 11, 1988 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

I have a few questions for you in regard to a matter 
you dwell on at some length in POST - MORTEM. 

I am referring to the matter of the custody, of the 
autopsy materials by the Secret Service, their transfer 
through Dr. Burkley to Evelyn Lincoln's office in the National 
Archives, their removal from Mrs. Lincoln's custody by Robert 
Kennedy's secretary, Angela Novello, and then, upon their 
donation to the Archives by the Kennedy executors, represented 
by Burke Marshall, the discovery by the recipients of the 
donation that much of the autopsy materials was missing. 

If you will recall, among the missing materials were: 
photographs of the chest cavity, photographs of certain views 
of the brain, many microscopic slides of wound-edge tissues, 
slides of blood smears, and a bucket containing the President's 
formalin preserved brain. 

As you probably know, the matter was investigated quite 
thoroughly by the House Select Committee on Assassinations in 
1978 which mounted a large effort to find the missing tissue 
slides and brain. An account of this investigation is found 
in HSCA VOLUME VII Medical and Firearms Evidence pp. 23-36. 
After much fruitless searching, the Committee asserted that 
"Robert Kennedy then decided to retain possession of all 
physical specimen evidence and transferred only the autopsy 
photographs and x-rays to the government," and concluded that 
"Robert Kennedy either destroyed these materials ^the physical 
specimen evidence)or otherwise rendered them inaccessible." 



My questions are: 

1. You doubt the authenticity of the admittedly strange 

letter of Robert Kennedy to Dr. Burkley of April 22, 1965, 
reproduced in Post Mortem on page 556, with your footnote: 
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"It is most likely that Robert Kennedy himself did not 
write this letter, and any notations indicating the real 
author or the typist are either absent or masked on this 
copy. " 



Are you still of this opinion? But if Robert Kennedy 
did not compose and write the letter, who might it have been? 

A conspirator? But wouldn't Dr. Burkley have probably checked 
with Robert Kennedy by phone about this most delicate matter? 
Would he have acted on the matter without making sure the letter 
did originate with Kennedy? 



2. To your knowledge was the Warren Commission ever informed 
of the existence of the wound-edge tissue slides and the 
preserved brain? If it was informed, did the Commission 
ever request the Secret Service to release the slides and 
the brain and have the specimens properly examined? 

3. How many of the autopsy photographs and x-rays did the 
Warren Commission see? Who was controlling the Commission's 
access. to the autopsy materials? Was the Commission aware 
of the missing photos of the chest cavity and brain? 

4. Did the FBI examine the autopsy photographs and x-rays 
and the autopsy physical specimens during the course of 
its initial investigation? 

5. Robert Kennedy was no doubt made aware of the existence of 
the autopsy photographs, x-rays and physical specimens 

by Dr. Burkley soon after the assassination, and that 
they had been stored in a locked Secret Service cabinet 
in the Executive Office Building: Why didn't he bring 

them to the attention of the Warren Commission? 

6. What do you suppose prompted Robert Kennedy to request 
Dr. Burkley to remove the autopsy materials from the 
custody of the Secret Service on April 22, 1965, and 
transfer them to the care of Evelyn lincoln? 

7. Do you agree that more than likely Robert Kennedy removed 
the physical specimen autopsy materials from the footlocker 
in the National Archives and had them either destroyed or 
rendered inaccessible? And why would he have wished to 
destroy such crucial evidence? 
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8. After the GSA and Archives Officials discovered on October 
31, 1966 that the physical specimen evidence was missing. 

Why didn't they immediately contact Robert Kennedy, 
Jacqueline . Kennedy^ and Burke Marshall about it? 

I am personally of the opinion that Robert Kennedy 
was just as worried over the possibility there was a con- 
spiracy behind his brother's murder as was "the government." 

It is my belief that the shots that wounded Connally 
and Kennedy from behind were fired from two different locations, 
and not necessarily from the sixth floor window of the Book 
Depository. I see the, wounding of Connally as resulting from 
a separate shot coming from a location higher than that from 
which Kennedy was fired upon. I see Kennedy's back wound 
resulting from a shot from a lower window of the Depository 
or from the Dal Tex Building, and I definitely see the 
posterior head wound resulting from a bullet fired from a 
low location, a bullet of a type that explodes upon impact 
such as the ammunition used in the M-15 automatic rifle carried 
by the Secret Service. Are you acquainted with Howard Donahue's 
theory in this regard? 

One last question. Approximately how many pages of 
documents did you receive from the FBI? The figure 100,000 
has been reported. And when did you receive them? Was it in 
1977 or 1978? 

I trust, and hope, you are well and are enjoying the 
Maryland summer. I hope answering these questions will not 
unduly inconvenience you. 

With every good wish. 



Sincerely, 




„_^Jehn^H. Davis 



I 




